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"At that time, 1856, there were but six known
Free Soilers in Davis County", writes Weaver
in his Memoranda. "Being thoroughly im-
pres'sed that human slavery was wrong and
wholly bad, and convinced that the Democratic
party was hopelessly committed to the insti-
tution, and pledged to perpetuate and extend
it, after consultation with my parents, I openly
left my party in 1857 and announced myself as
a Free Soiler .... Of course this called
down upon my youthful head the wrath of every
other Democrat in the locality, but being com-
bative and having anticipated the inevitable
result I did not flinch, but prepared to defend
myself against all assailants.

"The clouds were thickening, events multi-
plying and it became evident to close observers
that the storm would soon break with the force
of an avalanche over the whole country. Re-
cruits began to come into our ranks and soon
we became aggressive and assailed the defend-
ers of slavery in the school houses in every part
of the county."12

In the course of this activity, Weaver "went
into Van Buren County and stumped for Mr.
McCrary, who was running for 'floating repre-
sentative', at the request of H. Clay Caldwell,
afterward judge of the United States Circuit
Court. My speech was at Keosauqua, in the
old court house there. Caldwell was so tickled